egative control-the repressor-operator model for genetic regulation-held sway for many years as an account of the control of gene expression in general. The success of this account owes much to its simplicity, to the extent to which it offered explanation for a host of biological phenomena, and to its impressive articulation by Monod and Jacob. Many assumed that the problem of genetic regulation had been "solved." Yet, researchers often found themselves uncomfortably forcing data on their systems into a repressor-operator mold paradigm.
